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W e have audited the accompanying general-purpose finan cial statements of the W est Carroll Par ish Ambulance 
Service District of the Parish of West Carroll (the District), a component unit of the West Carroll Parish Police Jury, 
as of an d for th e year ended Decembe r 31, 2003 as listed in the table of contests. These general-purpose finan cial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the Districfs management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
gn neral-purpose finan cial statements based  on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordan ce with auditing standards generally accepted  in the United  States of America 
and the standards applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government Auditin8 Standards, issued  by the 
Comptroller General of the United  States of America. Those standards require that we plan en d perform the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the gan erel-purpose finan cial statements are free of material 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in 
the gan eral-purpu se finan cial statemen ts. An audit also includes as sessing the accounting principles used and 
significan t estimates made by man agemen t, as well as evaluating the overall compo nen t unit financial statemen t 
presentation. W e be lieve th at our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion th e general-purpose financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, th e financial position of the District as of December 31, 2003, an d the results of its operations 
for the year then en ded in conform ity with accounting principles generally accepted  in the United  States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditlnu Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 24, 2004, on our 
consideration of the District's internal control over finan cial reporting and our tests of its co mpliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, an d grants. That report is an  integral part of an audit perform ed  in 
accordance with Govemmant Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this repo rt in considering 
the results of our  audit. 

Our audit was  made for the purpose of form ing an  opinion on the general-purpose finan cial statements of the 
District taken as a whole. The accompanying supplemental information, as  listed in th e table of co ntents, is 
presented for the purpose of additional analysis an d is not a required part of the general-purpose financial 
statem ents of the District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the general-purpose financial statements an d, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in re lation to 
the genera l-purpose financial statements taken  as  a whole. 

ALLEN, GREEN & W ILLIAM SON, LLP 

M onroe, Louisiana 
April 24, 2004 
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W EST CARROLL PARISH AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT 
OF THE PARISH OF W EST CARROLL 

Oak Grove, Louisiana 

ASSETS 

Assets 
Cash 
Investments 
Receivables 
Deposits 

Land, building and equipment 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 
Combined Balance Sheet 
Decem ber 31,2003 

LIABILITIES. EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 
Liabilities 
Accounts, salades and other payables 

Total Liab irdies 

Equity and other cred~  
Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balances: 
Undesignated and unrestricted 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, EQUITY AND OTHER CREDITS 

**ACCOUNT** 

~GROUPS- 
GENERAL TOTAL 

GENERAL FIXED MEMORA NDUM 
FUND ASSETS ONLY 

$ 428,373 $ 0 $ 428,373 
685,8O8 0 685,808 
209,166 0 209,186 

139 -0 139 

0 1.035.221 1,035,221 

4,612 0 4,612 

4,612 0 4,612 

0 1,035,221 1,035,221 

1.318.874 0 1.318.874 

1.318.874 1,035,221 2.354.095 

11323T486 $ 1,035,221 ~ 2.358.707 

THE NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT 
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REVENUES 
Local sources: 

Sales tax revenue 
Claims 
Interes t revenue 
Donations 

Other 

W EST CARROLL PARISH AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT 
OF THE PARISH OF W EST CARROLL 

Oak Grove, Louisiana 

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 

Salades and contract labor 
Employee benefits 
Profes sional fees 
Operations and malnt(manna  
Repairs and upkeep 

Administm Sve expense 
Capital outlay 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
OVER EX PENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Sale of surplus equipment 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes  in Fund Balanea O 
For Ute Year Ended December 31, 2003 

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

EX CESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES OVER 
EX PENDITURES AND OTHER USES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 

GENERAL 
FUND 

411,869 
494,488 

28.342 
2,218 

488,278 

116,859 
7,680 
66;043 
33,346 

28.939 

273,734 

THE NOTES TO THE FINA NCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS ST ATEMENT 



REVENUES 
Local sources: 

Sales tax revenue 
Claims 
Interest revenue 
Donations 

Other 

W EST CARROLL PARISH AMBULANCE SERVICE DISTRICT 
OF THE PARISH OF W EST CARROLL 

Oak Grove, Louisiana 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
:Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes  in Fund Balances - Budget {GAAP Ba sis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31,2003 

EXPENDITURES 
Current: 

Salades and oonkact labor 
Employee benefits 

Professional fees 
Operations and rnain~ nance 
Repairs and upkeep 
Administrative expense 

Capital outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

EXCESS(Defidenc~/)OF REVENUES 
OVE R EX PENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Sale of surplus equipcnent 

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 

EX CESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES AND OTHER SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 

FUND BALANCES AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALA NCES AT END OF YEAR 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE) 

396,000 $ 411,869 $ 15,869 
512.000 494,488 (17,512) 
15,000 28,342 13,342 

0 2,218 2,218 
0 70 70 

492,000 488,278 3,722 
117,840 116.859 981 

10,200 7,680 2,520 
79,860 66,043 13,817 

31,500 33,346 (1,846) 
33,840 28,939 4,901 

306,000 273,734 32,266 

0 200 200 

0 200 200 

(148,240) (77,692) 70,548 

1,200,752 1,396,566 195,814 

1,052,512 $ 1.318.874 ~; 266~362 

THE NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT 
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W est Carroll Parish Ambulance Service District 
of the Parish of W es t Carroll 

Notes to the General-Purpose FJnan cisl Statements 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The ec company|ng financial 
statements of the W est Carroll Parish Ambulance Service District of the Parish of W est Carroll, Oak Grove, 
Louisiana (the District), have been prepared in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial 
reporting principles. 

A. REPORTING ENTITY The District was established by the W est Carroll Parish Police Jury in 1996 unde~ 
the provisions of LSA-R.S. 33:9056 to run and operate am bulances an d a rescue unit for the care and transportation 
of persons suffering from illness or disabilities  which necessitate am bulance care or extrication. 

As the govern ing authority of the parish, for reporting pmpe ses, the W est Carroll Parish Police  Jury is th e financial 
reporting entity for West Carroll Parish. Th e fmans ial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary government 
(po lice jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organ izations for which nature and significance  of their relation ship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause th e reporting en tity's finan cial statements to be misleading or inco m plete. 

Governmental Acc ounting Standards Board StatementNo. 14 established criteria for determ ining which component 
units should be co nsidered part of th e W est Carroll Parish Police Jury for f'man cial reporting purposes. Th e basic 
criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is finan cial accountability. The GASB 
has  set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. Th is criteria includes: 

I. Appe inting a voting majority of an organ izatian 's governing bedy, and 
a. Th e ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 
b. Th e pe tential for  the or ganization to provide specific finan cial be ue fits to or impo se specific financlal 

burdens on the po lice jury. 
2. ~rgun izatinnsforwhichthepe l~cejurydoesnot appo int~v~~ngmaj~rity butare~seal~ydepe~denton  

the police jury. 
3. Organ izations for which the reporting en tity financial statements would be misleading if data of the 

organization is not included  because of the nature or sign ificance  of the relation ship. 

Because the police jury appo ints members to the Districfs Board and the District is financially accountable to the 
pe lice jury, the District was determ ined to be a component unit of the West Carroll Parish Police Jury, the financial 
reporting entity. Th e accompanying finan cial statemen ts present information only on the funds maintained by the 
District and do not present information on the police jury, the general government set.ices provided by that 
governmental unit, or the other gov ernmental units that comprise the financial repor ting entity. 

B. FUNDS AND ACCOUNT GROUPS Th e acco unts ofthe District are or ganized an d opo mted on tho basis 
of funds and account groups, A fund is an  inde pe ndent fiscal an d accoun ting en tity with a self-ba lancing set of 
accounts. Fund accounting segregates funds acc ording to their intended  pe ~  an d is us ed  to aid management 
in demonstrating co mpliance with  finan ce-re lated  legal an d co ntractual provisions. Th e minim um number offends 
are m aintained co nsistent with lega l and managerial requirements. Account groups are a reporting device to accoun t 
for ce rtain as sets an d liabilities of th e governmental funds not recorded  directly in those funds. 

The funds of the District arc classified into the governmental category. In tam, this category is divided into separate 
fund types. The fund and account group classifications and a description of ce ch existing fund type follow: 



 

W est Carroll Parish Am bulance Service District 
of the Parish of W es t Carroll 

Notes to the General-Purpose Financial Statem ents 

Governmental Funt]~ Governmental funds are used to account for the District's general government 
activities, including the co llection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition 
or construction of gene ral fixed assets, and the servicing of ge neral long-term debt. Governmental funds 
include: 

General fund - the primary operating fund of  the District. It accounts for all financial resources of the 
District, except th ose required to be accounted for in an other fund. 

The generalfixed assets account group is used to account for fixed assets not accoun ted for in proprietary or 
trust fu nds. 

The general long-term debt account group  is used to acco unt for general long-term debt and certain oth er 
liabilities that are not specific liabilities of proprietary or trust funds. 

C. M EASUREM ENT FOCUS AND BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The acco unting en d fmen ciai reporting 
treatment applied  to a fund is determined by its meas urement focus. Govern men tal fund types use the flow of 
current fman cial reso urces measurement focus and the modified  accrual basis of ac co unting. Under the mod if~ l 
accrual basis of acco un ting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they are "measurable 
and available.") "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined  and "available" means 
collectible with in the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liab ilities of th e current period. The 
government co nsiders all revenues available if they are collected within 60 days after year-end. Expendi~  are 
recorded when the related fund liability is inen tred, except for unmatured interest on general long-term debt which 

is recogn ized when due, and certain compensated absences and claims and judgments which are recogn ized when 
the obligations are expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources. 

W ith this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balan ce sheet. 
Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. Th e ge vem mentul fu nds 
use the following practice s in record ing revenues and expe nditure s: 

Fees, charges, en d co mm issions for services are reco rded in the year in which they are earned . 

Interest income is reco rded when the time deposits have matured an d the income is available. 

Expenditures are generally recogn ized under the modified accrual bas is when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

D. BUDGETS TheDistrictf~~~~wsthesepr~ce duresinestsb~ishingth ~budgetarydata refiectedintheen mbined  
financial statem en ts: 



 

W est Carroll Parish Ambulance Service Dbtrict 
of the Parish of W es t Carro n 

Notes to the General-Purpose Financial Statements 

State statute requires budgets be adopted for the general fund. 

Each year, prior to the be ginning ofth~ fisca l year, the executive director submits to the 13oard a proposed annual 
budget for the gen eral fund. Public hearings arc conducted, prior to the Board's approval

, to obtain taxpayer 
co mments. The operating budget includes Wol~sed expenditures and the means of financing them

. 

The Board adopted a budget for th e general fund. 

All appropriations (unexpended budget balances) lapse at year end. 

Encum brances are not recognized with in the accounting records for budgetary co ntrol purpose s
. 

E. INVESTM ENTS Investm en ts are lim ited  by LSA-ILS. 33:2955 and the Districfs investm en t po licy, lfth e 
original maturities of inves tments exceed 90 days, they are classified as investm en ts; however

, if the original 
maturities  are 90 days or  less, they are classified  as cash equivalents . 

Investments in nontJartieioating interest-earning co ntracts, such as nonnegotiable certificates of deposit with 
redemption terms that do not co nsider market rates, are reported  using a co st-based measure as per GASB Statement 
No. 31. 



 

W elt Carroll Parish Am bulance Service  District 
of the Parish of W es t Carroll 

Notes to the General-Purpose gion ndal Statements 

G. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assots used in governmental fund types oftho District ase recorded in the general 
fixed assets account group at cost or estimated historical cost if purchased or constructed. Donated  fixed as sets are 
recorded  at their estimated fair value at the date of donatiun . Assets in the general fixed  assets account group are 
not depreciated. Interest during  construction is not capitalized on general f'~ed assets. 

The entire balance of fixed  as sets is valued at historical cost. 

Public domain (infi'astructure) general fixed assets (e.g. roads, bridges, sidewalks and other assets that are 
immovable and of value  only to the government) are capitalized. 

The cost of no rmal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the as set or materially extend assets' lives 
are not included in the general fixed assets accoun t group. 

H. COMPENSATED ABSENCES All employees are entitled to two weeks (168 hours for operational 
employees en d 80 hours for offi ce staffemployees) of vacation at the beginning of each fiscal year. Vacation time 
due s no t carry over from one year to the next. 

All employees are entitled to two weeks (168 hours for operational employees and 80 hours for office staff 
employees) of sick leave at the be ginning of each fiscal year. Sick leave does not carry over from one year to the 
next. 

The District's recognition and m eas urement criteria for compe nsated absences follows: 

GASB Statement No. 16 provides that vaca tion leave an d other co mpensated absen ces with similar 
characteristics should be accrued  as a liability as the be nefits are earned by the employees if both of the 
following conditions are met: 

A . Th e em ployee s' right to receive co mpensation are attributable to se rvices already rendered. 
B. It is probable that the employer will co mpensate the employees for the benefits through pe id time off 

or som e oth er means, such as  cash payments at term ination or retirement. 

GASB Statement No. 16 provides that a liability for sick leave should be  accrued using one of the following 
term ination apw oaches: 

A. An accrual for earned sick leave sh ould be made only to the extent It is probable that the beno fits will 
result in term ination payments, rather than be  taken as absences due to illness or other contingencies, 
such as med ical appointments and funerals. 

B. Alternatively, a governmental entity should estimate its accrued sick leave liability based on the sick 
leave accumulated at the balance sheet date by those employees who currently are eligible to receive 
term ination payments as well as  other employee s who are expe cted to become eligible in the future 
to receive such pa ym ents. 

I. SALES TAXES Th e Police Jury pas sed a un e-half cent perish-wide sales  and use tax in a special election 
held September 21, 1996. In accordan ce with the proposition approved by the voters of th e par ish, the "sales and 
use tax is for providing ambulance service to the public, including acquiring, improving, maintaining and operating 
facilities and equipm ent required in connection therewith  en d paying related  pe rsonnel costs." 



 

W es t Carroll Purlsh Am bulance Service District 
of the Parish of W est Carroll 

Notes to the Geua ro I-Purpes e Financial Statem ents 

J. USE OF ESTIM ATES The preparstion of financial statements in conform ity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of Ameriua  requires management to make es timates and assumptions that 
affect th e reported am ounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of co ntingent assets and liabilities at th e date of 
the financial statement and the reported am ounts of reven ues  an d expenditures during the reporting period. Actual 
results could differ from those estimates. 

IL M EM ORANDUM  ONLY - TOTAL COLUM NS Totalcc han nsonthegeneral-purpose fmen cial statements 
are captioned  as "M emorandum Only" because they do not represent consolidated financial inform ation and are 
presented only to facilitate finan cial an alysis. The columns do not present inform ation that reflects financial 
position, results of operations or cash flows in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of Americ& Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of th is data. 

NOTE 2 - STE W ARDSHIP, COM PLIANCE, AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Excess of Expo nditures  Over Appropriations in IndividualFunds The following individual accounts had actual 
expe nditures ove~ budgeted expenditures for  th e year ended Decembe r 31, 2003: 

General fund 
Current 

Operations & M aintenance 

NOTE 3 - DEPOSITS At Decembe r 31, 2003, the District has cash and cash equivalen ts (book balan ces) as 
follows: 

Interest-bearing deman d deposits 
Time deposits 

Total 

$ 311,064 
803.117 

$1.114.181 

Th ese depo sits are stated at cost, which approximases markct. Under state law, these depo sits (or the resulting bank 
balan ces) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. 
Th e market value of the pled ged  securities plus th e federal deposit insurance must at all times  equal the am ount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the  nam e of the pled ging fiscal agent bank in a holding 
or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both partic~ 

At year-en d, the District's carrying am ount of deposits was $1,114,181 an d the bank balan ce  was $1,211,451. Of 
the ban k balance, $400,000 was covered by federal depository insurance (GASB Category 1). The remaining 
balan ce, $811,451, was collateralized with securities held by  the pledging financial institution's trust department 
or agent but not in the District's name (GASB Catego D, 3). 

Even though the pled ged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requiremen t on the cus todial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by  the District that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
depo sited funds upon demand. 



 

W ast Carroll Parish Am bulance Service District 
of/h e Parish efW as t Carroll 

Notes to the General-Purpas e Finaudd Statem ents 

NOTE 4 - RECEIVABLES The receivables at December 31, 2003, are as follows: 

Class of Receivable 
Sales and use tax 
Interest Receivable 
Claims 

Total 

GeneraI 
$ 73,421 
10,387 
125.358 

Th e District expects to collect these receivables in full; therefore, no allowance for doubtful accounts was 
established. 

NOTE 5 - FIXED Assgrs The changes  in general fixed assets are as follows: 

Land and buildings 
Applian ce s 
Vehicles 
Furniture and fixtures 
Equipment 

Tota l 

Balan ce 
B~ innin~ 
$234,737 

7,052 
356,642 
6,023 

157,818 
$762.272 

Balance 
Endina 

$ 7,052 
234,737 
606,355 
6,023 

181.054 

NOTE 6- ACCOUNTS, SALARIES AND OTHER PAYAB LES Th e payables at Decembe r 31, 2003, are as 
follows: 

Payroll liabilities 
Accounts 

Total 

Gcnera] 
$2,586 
2.026 
$4.612 

NOTE  7- LITIGATION AND CLAIM S At Decembe r 31, 2003, the District was not involved  in an y litigation. 

NOTE 8 - RISK M ANAGEM ENT Th e District is exposed to various risks of loss re lated to torts; theft of, 
damage to, an d destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. Th e District 
carries comm ercial insurance  to man age these risks. 



W est Carroll Parish Am bulance Service District 
of the Parish of W est Carroll 

Compensation Paid Board M em bers 
Decem ber 31, 2003 

The schedule of an mpensation paid board mem bers is presented in compliance with House Concurrent Resolution 
No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana Legislature. 

Th e following board members received no compensation for the year ended December 31, 2003 

M ark Bowman , Vice Chairm an 

M ike Hall 

Fred Copes 

John Costello 
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Report on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial 
Reporting Based on an  Audit of Financial Statem ents 

Board M embers 
W est Carroll Parish Am bulance Service District 
of the Parish of W est Carroll 
Oak Grove, Louisiana 

Tim Caeen, CPA 

Ernest L. AJIca, CPA 

1963 - 2000 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statements of W eat Carroll Parish Ambulance Service District of 
the Parish ~ W est Carroll (the District), a component unit oftbe West Carroll Parish Police Jury, as of an d for the 
year ended Dece mber 31, 2003, au d have issued our repo rt thereon dated April 24, 2004. W e co nducted our audit 
in accordan ce  with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditina Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of 
the United States of Am erica. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reas onable as surance about whether the Distrlcf s gan eral-purpose finan cial statem cnta are free 
of material misstatement, we performed  tests of its compliance  with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determ ination of 
financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on complian ce with those provisions was not an 

objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
instances of nonco mpliance that are required to be reported under 

opinion . The re sults of our tests disclosed no 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District's internal co ntrol over financial repo rting in order 
to determine our auditing proced ures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the finan cial statements and not 
to provide as surance on the internal co ntrol over financial repo rting. Our consideration of the internal co ntrol over 
financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that 
m ight be material weaknesses . A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more 
of the internal control compo nents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts 
that would be material in relation to the financial statements be ing audited may occur  and not be dcteeted within 
a timely period by employees in the normal co urse of  perform ing their assigned  functions. W e noted no matters 
involving the internal control over financial repo rting and its operation that we co nsider to be  material weaknesses. 
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This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Board, management, and the Legislative Auditor 
of the state of Louisiana, an d is not intended  to be and should not be used by an yone other than these specified 
parties. Alth ough the intended use of th ese reports may be  limited, under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 this 
report is distributed by the office of the Louisian a Legislature auditor as a public dooument. 

ALLEN, GREEN &  W ILLIAM SON, LLP 

M onroe, Louisian a 
April 24, 2004 


